
 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

 

At the end of each term, we, as parents and           

caregivers, look forward to receiving our children’s 

progress reports and then proceed to analyze them in 

great detail in order to determine just how well they 

are progressing on the ladder to success. We have 

high expectations for our children, and there is    

nothing wrong with that. Setting challenges for them 

will surely help them to become the best young    

people that they can be. 

 

Consider the following quotations:  

“If at first you don’t succeed…… you’re normal!” 

“You have only failed if you have given up. Until 

then, it’s learning.” 

 

What these two quotes have in common is that they 

reflect a growth mindset. Professor Caro Dweck 

points out that this type of mindset, or way of     

thinking, thrives on challenges and sees failure and 

underachievement as springboards to success. Linked 

to this way of thinking, is the belief that every person 

can develop aptitudes, interests and temperaments if 

they are willing to make the effort to develop.     

However, this requires a fair amount of support and 

encouragement from the important adults in their 

lives; their parents and their teachers. 

 

We must, therefore, acknowledge that all children are 

different and that each one progresses at a different 

pace. One thing that they have in common though, is 

that they will make progress provided they are willing 

to work hard and that they are affirmed, supported 

and encouraged. So, when you sit down with your 

child to discuss his/ her report, ask him/her to think 

about his/ her achievements for the term. This will 

nudge him/her to reflect on the effort that was put into 

the work for the term. It is also a time for parents to 

reflect on the support that was offered to children as 

they try to become the best young people that they 

can be. 
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Furthermore, set a challenge for your child. Make   

him/ her aware that their achievements for this term 

are the benchmarks for improvement and growth in 

the  future. Let’s go into Term 2 with the firm belief 

that every child can succeed and that this is seen in the   

improvements that they make as they progress through 

year. 
 

Rather than just developing our learners academically, 

MJS strives to develop them holistically. This includes 

guiding them towards developing a social conscience 

and showing care for others. Learners and their parents 

clearly demonstrated their empathy for others by their 

overwhelming response to the call for donations for 

the victims of the devastating fires in Hout Bay. Thou-

sands of Easter eggs were also collected for less-

privileged children. Well done, MJS! 

 

Last week our learners impressed the visiting Smile 

FM presenters with their support for the Smile Water 

Warriors’ campaign to encourage Capetonians to save 

water. Some of the learners’ views, on how to save  

water, were aired on Smile FM.  

 

Our annual Funtasia fundraiser comes to an end this 

week. Thank you to all who supported this important 

fundraiser. 

 

Finally, I wish all of you a wonderful holiday. May 

you enjoy the time with your families and have a      

well-deserved rest. 

Warm regards 

Mr V. Erfort 

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Thank you to all parents who returned their Reply Slips… 
final confirmations have all been sent out for Parent– 
Teacher Interviews, which take place on Wednesday, 19 
April and Thursday, 20 April.  If you still have not made an 
appointment, please contact your child’s teacher urgently 
by the first day of next term—Tuesday, 19 April! 
PLEASE NOTE—School will be dismissed at 13:00 
for the first week of term 2 



 

 

 
  WINTER UNIFORM—TERM 2 

 
Thank you to all parents who always ensure that their children 
are correctly dressed in school uniform or sports uniform 
every day. It is greatly appreciated by all.  
 
Please be mindful that our uniform is part of our branding and 
says something about who we are in the community.  
 
On Tuesday, 2 May 2017, all pupils should be dressed in full 
winter uniform. Should you require any items of uniform, 
these are available at our stockist, School and Leisure, in 
Wynberg.  If you’re unsure about the winter uniform, please 
check pages 8 - 12 in the MJS Homework Diary.  
         
Only MJS beanies and scarves may be worn. (available 
from our office at R50 each). 
 
As Winter approaches please ensure your child has a 
tracksuit top and bottom.  Blazers may not be worn 
with tracksuit bottoms. Tracksuit top may not be 
worn with school uniform. 
  
Blazers are compulsory for all Gr 4—7 pupils.           
We  notice that many children still do not have this essential 
item of warm clothing.  Please budget and get one for your 
child. 

 

IMPROVEMENTS  TO OUR KIDDIES’ PARK 
At last!  We have waited so long for 
this moment…. Our Foundation Phase 
children are now able to play in their 
new, renovated park!  Thanks to Mr 
Bland and his hard working team for 
fetching wood chips, building retaining 
walls, throwing concrete and gluing 
our rubber mats onto the concrete be-

Parents are invited to contact the office should they have 
any queries, constructive criticisms or any ideas to  

improve MJS.  
E-mail address:   office@muizenbergjunior.co.za 

MONEY MATTERS—From the 
Bursars’ Office 
 
School Fees: Thank you to all parents who regularly pay 
their fees and to all who have paid up for the year already. 
As per the resolution passed at the Budget Meeting in   
2016, school fees are compulsory. They are payable on the 
first of the school year or in 10 equal monthly instalments.  
 
Exemption Forms are available from the Finance Office.  
Please read the Exemption of Fees Policy attached to the  
application. Should you collect a form, please return      
timeously so that the Finance Committee can plan accurately 
for the budgets for 2017. 
 

MUSIC FEES AND LESSONS 
Please be reminded that Individual and Group Music Fees are  
payable upfront and not at the end of the Term.  All Term 1 
Music Fees should have been settled by now.  

 
THANK YOU for the EASTER EGGS! 
Mrs Brice and her team have had the pleasure of sharing out 
the Easter Eggs, which MJS Families have generously donated.  
There are lots and lots of happy children in the                 
underprivileged neighbourhoods close by, who will be     
enjoying a sweet treat this holiday! 

WOOLWORTHS AND MY SCHOOL CARD 
 

Thank you to all families and friends who continue to swipe their 
MYSCHOOL cards and have MJS as a beneficiary. If you need a new 
card, or would like to know more please contact the office.        
Remember, every swipe counts and adds to our fundraising  
revenue. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LEARNERS’ CORNER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GRADE 5 MATHEMATICS                            GRADE 2 OUTING TO THE BEACH 
 
Grade 5s did Data Handling in      
Mathematics and here is a             
photograph of them dealing with their 
data and recording it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
 
 

MJS HELPED HOUT BAY FIRE VICTIMS 
A heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to all our parents and learners 
who donated food and clothing to the residents who lost all their 
possessions in the recent fire in Hout Bay. 
The donations were delivered to DARG on Saturday morning 
where residents patiently waited while we unpacked.  The smiles 
on their faces when they found school clothing for their children, 
shoes for their feet and bedding for their homes made Mrs Whit-
ford feel so proud to be a part of the MJS family. 
The food was sorted into family boxes and delivered to the com-
munity.  Thanks to Mrs Whitford for delivering all the goods!! 

SMILE FM RADIO STATION VISITED MJS! 
 
Smile FM Radio Station visited MJS to           
encourage us to save water.  There was plenty 
of dancing, singing and chanting of slogans and 
songs to remind us of the importance of using 
grey water and closing dripping taps.  Some of 
our MJS children were interviewed and were 
able to tell everyone listening to this radio    
station what MJS families are doing to save   
water! 



 

 

 

 
 

GRADE 7 OUTING TO KALK BAY — we did a Field Study in EMS and Natural Sciences 

 Goods (fish ’n chips) supplied by  Lucky Fish    Samra and an informal trader   Dicotyledon or Monocotyledon? 
 

WE ARE PRACTISING OUR BONDS!           GR 4 OUTING TO DALEBROOK 
          We enjoyed looking at the creatures which live in the sea! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MJS  GUARDIANS AND PEER COUNSELLORS OF 2017!! 

Back:  Kaelynn Ortell, Nuhaa Isaacs, Leah Daniels, Elise Muyolo,        Back: She-ilah Mutale, Patience Mwulira, 
           Cole Bensch and Notokozo Sithole         Kiran Naidoo and Kyra Williams 
Front:  Abby Williams, Tiana Wessels, Alex Fasser,                               Front: Danielle van der Venter, Kaylie  
           Sarah-Jane Lekas and Caitlin Meyer         van Bueren and Jesse Alexander 
 
We wish you much patience and wisdom as you serve Muizenberg Junior as Guardians and Peer Counsellors! 


