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           1 April 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

 Under normal conditions, schools would have re-opened yesterday for the second term of 2020. 

However, we are living in uncertain times, not only in South Africa, but also around the world, as a result 

of the Coronavirus Pandemic. I hope that you and your families are well and I wish to thank you for 

adhering to the government’s lockdown conditions that are aimed at curbing the spread of this deadly 

virus. 

 

As a result of the national lockdown that was announced by President Ramaphosa on 23 March, schools 

will re-opening later than was originally indicated by the Department of Basic Education. A new date has 

not been set as yet. However, the Western Cape Education Department and the Department of Basic 

Education are in regular contact with principals and as soon as a date is determined, I will forward this 

information to you. Please check the D6 Communicator for electronic copies of correspondence that was 

sent out over the last few days.  

 

Up to now, the learners have been on holiday and I hope that, that despite the current situation, they 

were able to enjoy some down time. To ensure that the lessons that were learnt during term 1 are not 

lost, it is important for them to get into the routine of doing some school work regularly. Although the 

school days that will be lost during the lockdown will be made up, it is now very important for your 

children to engage with the learning material that was sent home at the end of last term. Our teachers 

worked hard to produce these worksheets and tasks that will ensure that learners are ready to resume 

with their academics when the new term starts. Please encourage them to read (they were allowed to 

take home their textbooks) daily and to practice basic skills like multiplication tables. In addition to the 

work that teachers sent home, there is an abundance of learning materials available on the internet. 

Yesterday, Debbie Schafer, the MEC for Education in the Western Cape, distributed a document 

entitled: Part 1: Quality Digital Resources to Download at Home. This document will be posted on the D6 

Communicator. Please read the document and make use of the information that is shared in it. 



 

Please use this opportunity to discuss this current situation with your children and to teach them the 

importance of obeying the instructions that were issued by our President. By doing this, each one of us 

will be playing a role in limiting the impact of this Coronavirus. It is also essential that they are taught to 

distinguish between the truth and the proliferation of fake news on social media. Furthermore, in order to 

combat boredom and frustration, it is vital to set up daily household routines and to create opportunities 

for the family to spend quality time together. Maintaining an air of optimism will go a long way towards 

dispelling fear and uncertainty and towards building resilience in all of us. 

 

Finally, to all our parents and guardians who work in the essential services, we are thankful for all that 

you are doing in order to make the current situation more manageable. 

 

Take care of yourselves and your families. 

 

Warm regards 

Vernon Erfort  


