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           16 April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

I hope that you are coping with the current situation and that you and your families are comfortable and 

safe. 

The additional two weeks of lockdown are going to impact teaching and learning, but with your 

assistance, the severity of the impact can be mitigated. It is important to be realistic about what we can 

do, however.  

 

I am thankful for the positive feedback I've received from class teachers with regard to forwarding work 

to the learners. It is gratifying to hear that learners are doing their work and that they are getting support 

from their parents. Thank you, parents and guardians, for all that you are doing. Please remember that 

our teachers are there to offer assistance where needed and that they are mindful of the challenges 

parents, including ourselves, face when trying to teach their children.  

  

Teaching and learning will not take place in the same way or at the same pace that it did before the 

lockdown started. It may even be unrealistic to expect that all the learners would have completed all the 

work and that they will all be at the same level when schools resume. What we should hope for is that 

some teaching and learning took place and that learners may have acquired other skills and engaged in 

alternative forms of learning. Please read this article which gives an interesting view on this matter.  

https://www.kildarenow.com/news/news/534203/positive-parenting-advice-for-parents-from-a-primary-

school-principal-during-covid-19.html 

 

My thoughts are with all of you, the MJS community. I may not be aware of your particular circumstances 

at this time, but I know that this is a difficult time for everyone and that many sacrifices are being made. 

Some of our parents may be without an income at this point while others may have to take salary cuts. 

This will definitely have an impact on the payment of school fees and therefore on school operations. 

Certain projects that have been earmarked for this year will have to be put on hold and non-essential 



expenditure will be curtailed until the situation normalizes. Our priority is to ensure that, when schools 

reopen, your children will have access to good quality education and I am certain that the hard working 

staff at MJS will make sure that this happens. For this reason, I urge you to continue paying your 

children’s school fees. This is a call that has been echoed by our President and by parent organisations 

alike. Without your support, MJS will not be able to operate as it did before. 

 

There is a lot of speculation about when schools will reopen. No date has been communicated to me yet. 

For this reason, I would encourage you to keep your focus on the next milestone (the end of April) and 

once we know what will happen after that, the appropriate steps can be taken. 

 

Best wishes for the days ahead, and please maintain a positive outlook. Together, we can overcome this 

challenge! 

 

Warm regards 

Vernon Erfort 

 


