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Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

I hope that all of you are managing under the current conditions and that as the lockdown continues, you are 

learning new ways of negotiating everyday routines. 

 Children will look to their parents for guidance and reassurance in these uncertain times. They will follow your lead 

so it is important to “show” them how to cope under trying conditions. One way of coping with the disruption of what 

we previously considered to be a “normal” existence, is to structure our days and to add routines that will allow us 

to do all that we are supposed to do while also adding some variety to our days which could become mundane 

without this variety.  

Mrs Carter, our school counsellor, will be writing to you to share ideas of how to help your children, and yourself, 

cope with the lockdown. I'm also sharing a video clip that has a poignant message for all of us. I hope you will enjoy 

watching it.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9y6Dg7pXfmw  

I’m also including a video clip for your children to watch. It’s about the coronavirus and how it is spread. Some 

children may be oblivious to its dangers, and others terrified. In this video, the virus is explained and children are 

taught about how it is spread and how they can protect themselves against it. https://youtu.be/OPsY-jLqaXM  

In his address to the nation last night, President Ramaphosa drew our attention to the economic effects of the 

national lockdown. Times are going to be tough and all of us will have to sacrifice in one way or another, but we will 

only get through this challenge by maintaining a positive outlook and by being appreciative of what we have. There 

is always going to be someone who is worse off than we are. 

Personally, I've learnt to appreciate my family more and to enjoy doing simple things like cooking and cleaning, 

spending time together and playing scrabble with my wife (she beats me everytime!). Under normal circumstances, 

I would feel too rushed to have time to do these simple things. The lockdown has presented us, and thousands of 

other families, with an opportunity to build an even stronger bond between us.  

I hope that your children are managing with the work that has been sent home by the teachers. The lockdown has 

forced teachers to be innovative in finding new ways to ensure that teaching and learning continue. I’m pleased 

that, with the exception of a handful of learners, teachers have been in contact with all the children in their classes 

and these children have been supplied with quality resources to ensure that they can continue with their 

academics. If you are in regular contact with other MJS families, please share the school’s correspondence with 

them and encourage them to check the D6 Communicator or the school’s website for information. Please do your 



bit to encourage other parents to make contact with class teachers via the Whatsapp groups and, by all means, feel 

free to share learning resources with these families.  

Mrs Williams, our SGB chairperson, wrote to parents this week reminding them about the fact that it is vital for 

parents to continue paying school fees. Without this income, MJS will not be able to operate as it did before. The 

school is not oblivious to the economic impact of the lockdown on families. Challenges will be dealt with on a case 

by case basis. 

Like you, I will be waiting patiently for the President’s announcement about whether the lockdown will be lifted and 

when learners will return to school. There is still uncertainty about when this will happen. Coupled to the reopening 

schools are a number of questions that, up to now, remain unanswered. Yesterday, I joined a webinar in which 

education experts attached to FEDSAS (a governing body association) discussed these matters. Their advice was 

to sit tight and to wait for Government and the Education Department to give direction on these matters. This would 

most likely be in the form of an operational plan that all schools would have to follow.  

For now, I wish you all the best and I want to remind you that all of you are in our thoughts and prayers. I also want 

to use this opportunity to wish our Muslim families a blessed Ramadaan. 

Warm regards 

Vernon Erfort 


