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           4 May 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

Our lives have changed drastically since the lockdown started and with that has come a number of stresses and 

strains that families now endure. I hope that you are managing and that your spirits are high and that you have a 

positive mindset. Each morning, without fail, an old colleague sends me an inspirational message. Today she 

posted the following: ” You are not stuck at home…..You are safe at home.” This certainly puts the national 

lockdown in perspective. Yes, it is frustrating being at home and, yes, the lockdown has impacted our lives 

severely. But measures are in place to ensure our safety and well-being. 

Thank you, parents and guardians for being good citizens and for obeying the current regulations, thank you that 

you have been able to assist our teachers to ensure that teaching and learning can continue and thank you for 

always supporting our school.  

Many of you would have watched the addresses by various Ministers last week. But, like me, you would have 

given special attention to the address by the Minister of Basic Education. Minister Motshekga announced 

proposed dates for the opening of schools, but it was stressed that those were proposals and that Parliament 

would have to approve the return to school plans and they would be gazetted before they are put into practice. 

This has not been done yet. Furthermore, a number of important processes must be put in place before schools 

can be reopened. The buildings must be sanitised, PPE must be sent to schools, staff must be trained to sanitise 

the building and plans must be made to roll out the curriculum. Behind the scenes, I am discussing a plan with the 

School Management Team and with staff so that we are well prepared when learners return to school.  

Although we have not been given a timeline for the full-scale resumption of school, we do have an idea that it will 

be at least 3 weeks before some of the learners return to school. So, for the foreseeable future, remote teaching 

and learning will continue. While some learners have adapted quickly to this style of teaching and learning, others 

are slowly getting to grips with it. Parents, we are aware of the challenges you are facing and I want you to know 

that our teachers are there to support you if you need assistance. Please be reminded that teachers are not 

expecting you to get through the work in the same way that they would. Sometimes work will not be done on 

time and at times things will go according to plan. Here I ask you to maintain a good balance between the school’s 



requirements and maintaining a harmonious home life. Due to these unusual circumstances, school has 

encroached on family life and I urge you to manage this situation in a way that will ensure that we have happy 

children and happy parents. I also want to reassure you that no learner will be left behind and that we will do our 

level best to support all our learners when they return. 

In the meanwhile, I would like to encourage you to continue the wonderful work that you have been doing by 

supporting your children while coping with the demands of your own jobs and managing the new challenges that 

have been presented by being under lockdown. It is difficult to teach one’s own children, but right now it is 

necessary. Below is a link to an article by Andria Zafirakou (winner of the Global Teacher Prize in 2018). In this 

article, she acknowledges the challenges of “home-schooling” and offers practical advice for coping with the 

challenges it presents. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/coronavirus-education-homeschooling-teaching-creativity/ 

Best wishes to all of you and stay safe. 

Warm regards 

Vernon Erfort 

 


