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           3 June 2020 

Return to school dates 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

In the midst of the confusion and anxiety, the school is trying to settle into a new routine that will guide us 

through the “new normal.”  

 

On Monday, 6 grade 7 learners returned to school for orientation and their first face-to- face lessons in 

over two months. This was far fewer than we expected, but it gave us a good opportunity to test our 

systems. The low attendance can be attributed to the uncertainty caused by the lack of an 

announcement about the definite return to school date. Yesterday, 28 learners returned to school for 

orientation and face –to-face lessons. Today, 31 learners were present. The children are adapting to the 

new situation, and the accounts I get by talking to them and to their teachers is that they are still 

apprehensive, but that they feel safe and comfortable. 

 

A little more certainty has been added to the situation as the government published the return to school 

dates for all grades, in Government Gazette 43381 of 1 June 2020. Below is a list of the dates relevant 

to our school: 

 

1 June 6 July 3 August 

Grade 7 Grade R, Grade 1, Grade 2, 

Grade 3, Grade 6 

Grade 4, Grade 5 

 

The school has planned for managing the return of these classes, but these plans will be communicated 

to you closer to the time. For now, those learners who are at home will continue to have remote teaching 

and teachers will prepare hard copies of worksheets for parents to collect. 
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As reported before, all learners will be screened daily. This involves measuring learners’ temperature 

and administering a screening questionnaire. A learner will be sent to an isolation area if his/her 

temperature is above 380 C or he/she has any of the following symptoms: a cough, sore throat or 

shortness of breath. Learners will also be sent to the isolation area if they have had direct contact with a 

person who has been diagnosed as Covid-19 positive. Learners who become ill during the school day 

will be sent to the isolation area. 

 

In the event that a child is sent to the isolation area, he /she must be collected from school immediately 

and taken to a doctor for an examination. A doctor’s certificate must be presented to the school when the 

learner returns. Isolating sick learners is a precaution that is taken to protect your child and the other 

learners and staff who are present at school. It is also worth noting that we are entering the cold and flu 

season and therefore we can expect some learners to become ill. In such a case, please keep your child 

at home until he/she has fully recovered. Parents who collect children from the isolation area are asked 

to report to reception and then the motor gate will be opened to allow them to drive onto the premises to 

collect their child. 

 

In order to eliminate confusion, you will receive regular communication from the school. Please read 

media and social media reports with a critical eye as there is lots of misinformation doing the rounds. I 

will communicate all relevant information to you as it becomes available to me.  

 

Please ensure that you are on class Whatsapp groups and that you have downloaded the D6 

Communicator app so that you can keep up with the latest information from the school. You may also 

check the school website for information. 

 

Warm regards 

Vernon Erfort 

(Principal) 


