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           11 February 2021 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

I trust that all of you are well and that your children are looking forward to the start of the 2021 academic 

year. The staff of Muizenberg Junior School has been busy preparing for the learners’ return over the 

past few weeks. Teachers have been attending training sessions and preparing for the academics, while 

the support team has cleaned and sanitised the building from top to bottom. Construction work that 

started in early December continued during the holidays, so learners are bound to notice some 

improvements to the buildings. During the next few months, work will continue on upgrading the lighting, 

electrical fittings and the roofing. Strict protocols have been put in place to ensure the safety of learners 

and staff while work is in progress. 

 

Covid-19 Protocols 

While Lockdown Level 3 directives are in place, learners will have to attend school following a rotational 

timetable to ensure that social distancing rules are observed. Class teachers have been in contact with 

parents who have been informed about the groups that their children are in and the days on which they 

are required to attend school. The model of attendance that will be followed will ensure that Grade R, 2, 

3, 4, 5 and 6 learners attend school for at least 5 days in a ten-day cycle and that they have between 23 

and 28 hours of contact time with their teachers over the 2 weeks. Grade 1 and Grade 7 learners will 

attend school every day. In order to ensure effective teaching and learning, it is essential for all learners 

to attend school daily. While teachers will do all they can to support the learners, parents are urged to 

work with their children at home. 

 

Learners will be screened when they arrive at school and all of them will be required to wear a face 

mask. Regular hand washing, sanitization, social-distancing and other safety protocols will be strictly 

applied. Please emphasize the Golden Rules when preparing your children for their return to school. 
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Comorbidity Concessions 

Directives issued by the Department of Basic Education and the Western Cape Education Department 

indicate that the attendance concessions that were issued to learners who have comorbidities will still be 

valid. While the safety of each child is a priority, I would urge parents to send their children to school as 

often as possible so that they can benefit from working directly with their teachers. However, should 

parents decide to exercise the concession, the school will continue to provide work for the learners to do. 

They will, however, have to do assessments at school. 

 

Inaccurate Information 

As was the case last year, there will be lots of speculation about school-related matters and there will be 

a proliferation of inaccurate information. When you are unsure, please contact your child’s teacher. 

Furthermore, I would like to assure you that as soon as new information is verified, the school will 

forward it to parents. 

 

New Term Dates 

 Below are the new term dates that were released by the DBE this week: 

 

  Term Start Date (Learners) End Date (Learners) 

1 15 February 23 April 

2 3 May 9 July 

3 26 July 1 October 

4 11 October 15 December 

 

Opening of Gates, Start and Dismissal Times 

The gates will be opened at 7.30 am to allow for screening before learners start with the daily academic 

programme. Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 7.50 am as the first lesson for the day 

starts at 7.55 am. Kindly ensure that your child is collected within 15 minutes of dismissal time. Due to 

Covid-19 protocols, the classrooms are closed for sanitization after the learners are dismissed. 

School Times 

Grade R and Grade 1: Monday- Friday    7:55 - 13:00 

Grade 2-7                  : Monday,Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 7:55 - 14:40 

Grade 2-7                  : Friday                                      7:55 - 13:00 

 

Please note that all learners, from Grade R to Grade 7, will be dismissed at 13:00 on Monday, 15 

February. 

 

 

 



 

School Counsellor 

Please note that Mrs Carter, our school counsellor is available to consult with learners and family who 

are experiencing difficulties related to Covid-19 and other social and emotional matters. Mrs Carter may 

be contacted on mcarter@muizenbergjunior.co.za 

 

 

Access to the Grounds 

In order to alleviate congestion, learners will be required to access the grounds at designated entry 

points: 

 

Grade Entry to school/ Exit 

R Main Road 

1 Park Road 

2 Park Road 

3 Park Road 

4 L Main Road 

4 B Park Road 

5 Main Road 

6 Park Road 

7 Park Road 

 

SGB Elections 

The Department of Basic Education has announced that School Governing Body Elections will take 

place from 20 March to 23 April this year. School governors must be nominated from the parent body 

and those who are elected to the SGB will serve a 3 - year term. If you are interested in serving your 

school, and you have a skill set that includes finance, human resource management, knowledge of legal 

matters or if you feel that you can add value to the SGB, please make yourself available for nomination. 

More information about the elections will be forwarded to parents in the coming days. 
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MJS Alternate Day Timetable 

 

Week 

 

Date Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 15 Feb-19 Feb Group A Group B  Group A  Group B Group A  

2 22 Feb-26 Feb Group B Group A Group B Group A Group B 

3 1 Mar- 5 Mar Group A Group B Group A Group B Group A 

4 8 Mar- 12 Mar Group B Group A Group B Group A Group B  

5 15 Mar- 19 Mar Group A Group B Group A Group B Group A 

6 22 Mar-26 Mar Public Holiday Group A Group B Group A Group B 

7 29 Mar- 2 April Group A Group B Group A Group B Good Friday 

8 5 April- 9 April Family Day Group A Group B Group A Group B 

9 12 April- 16 April Group A Group B Group A Group B Group A 

10 19 April- 23 April Group B Group A Group B Group A Group B 

 

In his book, The Obstacle is the Way, Ryan Holiday writes that accepting challenging situations will 

make you better than if you had never faced adversity at all. There will certainly be many challenges for 

us to face as we proceed into 2021. But, if we work together and focus on the goal of providing the best 

opportunities possible for our children, we would have gone a long way towards meeting these 

challenges. 

 

Kind regards 

V. Erfort 

 


