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Dear Parents and Guardians 
 

We have come to the end of a trying term, highlighted by the 
return of all learners to full-time school attendance after nearly 2 
years of rotational attendance. 
 

The impact of Covid-19 
The negative impact of rotational school attendance is seen in 
the much-spoken about learning losses suffered by learners over 
the last 2 years. Experts estimate that between 50% and 60% of 
teaching time was lost over the 2 years, while the Department of 
Basic Education has put in place a 3-year recovery plan.  
With this in mind, we (teachers and parents) have a huge task in 
the form of doing interventions and remediation for learners 
who are struggling to re-adjust to the increased workload that 
goes along with daily attendance, and motivating and offering 
emotional support to learners who are overwhelmed by the new 
situation and those who are dealing with school-related anxiety. 
It is interesting to note the impact of social distancing and      
rotational school attendance on learners’ social skills. Anecdotal 
evidence, based on our observations at MJS, suggests that    
learners are struggling to manage conflict and to show empathy, 
care and kindness towards their fellow-learners. One could   
almost say that learners are “out of practise” when it comes to 
exercising good social skills. 
Over the next few months staff at MJS will work on mitigating 
the impact of learning losses while using the Transform 2      
Perform Programme (a values-based programme)  and the    
guidance of our school counsellor as a means to re-instil positive 
values and a sense of community, in an attempt to deal with the 
impact of social and emotional issues that resulted from the 
Covid-induced physical, social and emotional distancing of     
people. 
The link below will take you to an interesting article about   
learning losses: 
https://theconversation.com/covid-learning-losses-what-south-
africas-education-system-must-focus-on-to-recover-176622 
 

Sport and extra-murals 
It has been most gratifying to see the re-introduction of our  
extra-mural programme. Judging from the number of number of 
participants on a Wednesday and Thursday afternoon, learners 
could not wait to return to the “norm” of having extra-murals. 
Further proof of this, was the success of our inter-house    
swimming gala that was thoroughly enjoyed by participants and 
spectators, alike. 
As much as I am happy to see the return of these activities, it is 
vitally important for children to be collected immediately after 
their extra-mural has ended. Far too many learners are collected 
long after their activities have ended. Please note that the school 
does not have an after care facility to supervise learners who are 
not collected on time. 
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Covid rule changes 
On Tuesday, 22  March, the President announced some Covid-
19 rule changes. These included not needing to wear a mask in 
open spaces. Please note that the school will only make changes 
to its protocols once the new regulations are published in a Ga-
zette and once the Department of Basic Education publishes 
new  directions for schools.  
 
Traffic congestion 
In recent weeks, I have heard complaints from neighbours and 
parents about inconsiderate motorists who stop in the middle of 
the road to drop-off or pick-up learners, motorists who double 
park, park on the yellow line or across our neighbours’      
driveways and who block the traffic.  
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German theologian, once said that: 
“Neighbourliness is not a quality in other people, it is simply their 
claim on ourselves.”  What Bonhoeffer is telling us is that we have 
to be accountable to one another and that all of us are expected 
to be neighbourly. I would like to appeal to all of you to be 
neighbourly by being considerate towards our neighbours and 
the other parents who drop-off and collect their children from 
school. Please obey the traffic rules and drive in a way that   
ensures the safety of other drivers and, most importantly, the 
learners.  
I have reported the matter to the Traffic Department and the 
local Councillor and I’ve asked for assistance with alleviating and 
managing congestion around the school. For now, I will be    
relying on your cooperation. 
Finally, I would like to wish all our staff, learners and the entire 
school community a pleasant and well-deserved holiday. May it 
be filled with many memorable moments. 

Kind regards 
V. Erfort 
(Principal) 
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INTER HOUSE GALA 



 

 

 
 

We went on our first outing in 2 years this 
term.  It was lovely to walk along the Cat 
Walk with the waves crashing against the 
rocks.  Kalkies gave us a great discount.  
One of the boys’ tables was transformed into 
a Seagull Party as they had a loud and messy 
meal.  The Seagulls bickered and screamed 
as they swooped down on their food and 
stole each others’ chips. 
We kept a watch for the informal and for-
mal traders’ businesses, which is part of our 
EMS curriculum in Term 1. We found snoek 
drying on the harbour. The fishing boats had 
beautiful names like “Little Pearl”. 

The City Council and Muizenberg Library invited 30 Gr 7s to join them in an Amazing Race    
Contest at the Beach Front.  We were divided into teams and given an adult leader to guide us.  
The running, speed walking and jogging was very tiring, but it was great fun. We built puzzles, 
solved riddles and interviewed people to find information. The Orange Team won!  The food, at 
the end, was delicious! 

EMS Outing - Gr 7 

WORLD BOOK DAY WAS CELEBRATED AT OUR LIBRARY  
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