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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Dear Parents and Guardians

Thank you
We have come to the end of a challenging year. If you
had asked me at the beginning of this year if I could
predict what 2020 would be like, I would never have
imagined that the world would be in the grips of the
Covid-19 Pandemic and that our lives would be
thrown into turmoil as a result. I would never have
thought that learners would attend school for a part of
the school week only, and that classes would be
presented online.
Despite all of the challenges, fears and uncertainties,
we have made it through this year. Through thick and
thin, MJS could rely on the support of the school
community. Our parents and learners were amazing;
our staff members are committed and tireless in their
efforts to “make things work”. For this, I am most
thankful.
School attendance in 2021
Schools have not, as yet, been informed about
whether they will be allowed to bring back all the
learners and operate according to a “normal timetable” in the new year. Therefore, we are planning for
a continuation of the current, staggered model of
school attendance. In correspondence sent to parents
on 27 November 2020, you were informed that the
school will change the attendance model in order to
ensure more contact time for learners. If Lockdown
Level 1 continues into the new year, our learners will
attend school on alternate days. This will allow them
to attend for 5 days in every 10-day cycle. Please note
that all Grade 1 and Grade 7 learners will attend
school every day. The teachers in each grade will
forward arrangements for the new year to you in due
course.
With the new academic year looming, I would like to
urge parents to ensure that their children attend
school on the days that will be allocated to them. Our
experience has been that learners benefit most when
they attend lessons at school with their teachers and
when they have a good support system at home.

As a result, WCED and DBE school attendance
regulations will be strictly implemented. The school
will continue to implement strict safety protocols
to ensure a safe school environment for all learners
and staff.
Please note, Sports Skills and non-contact extramural activities will resume in the new year.
Details will be forwarded to parents closer to the
time.
Farewell
Sadly, MJS will be saying farewell to Ms Gardner and
Mr Hartzenberg. It has been a real pleasure having
them on the staff and I wish to convey my heartfelt
thanks to them for their commitment to the school
and for the hard work that they rendered over the
past 18 months. I would like to wish them all the
best for their future endeavours.
Happy holidays!
On behalf of the SGB and the staff, I would like to
wish all of you a pleasant, restful and safe holiday.
May your days be filled with happiness and joy and
may this holiday season present you and your
families with many opportunities to enjoy each
other’s company and to create happy memories.
Kind regards
V. Erfort
(Principal)

Grade 7 Barn Dance was a ball!!

Thanks to Caroline Blundell for leading us a merry dance. Covid may have denied us
many other pleasures, but we took hold of this fun opportunity and danced our hearts out.
Much fun was had by all in the glorious weather on the late afternoon of 20 November!

CONGRATULATIONS!

Here are the happy faces of some of the Lucky Draw winners of the Raffle. Mr Higgins, father of Lilly
Higgins in Grade R1, came to fetch his new flatscreen TV. Thank you to Toshiba, Mrs Carter, Embrace
Hair and Cheryl’s Hair Design for their generous and much appreciated donations.
Below: Mr Erfort handing the TV over to Mr Higgins.
Other prizewinners are:
TV - Lilly Higgins Gr. R1
Hair Products - Migyle Moos Gr 2S
Woolies Voucher - Dean Mallet Gr 6M
Woolies Voucher - Jenna Elliott 7A
Embrace Hair & Beauty Voucher Jean-Rae Otto - Gr 4L
Stationery pack - Zarah Petersen - 4L
Areoplane Tote Bag - Shae Monyera
Gr 5B
Blue Pencil Bag - Gabriel Nell Gr 2S
Woolies Voucher - Manasse VanguMampasi Gr 7Mc
Tote Bag - Colby Jansen Gr 7Mc

ART NEWS

In the last newsletter, we mentioned that 30
MJS pupils’ artwork had been accepted for
display at the Zeitz Mocca Exhibition. Here is
Alec Slinger in Grade 4B, proudly pointing to
the gorgeous sunflower art which his class
did, and of which one is his own masterpiece!

Jurassic Park at MJS!

Grade 3s brought their monster dinosaurs to
school this term!

Well done on a
spectacular display
of dinosaurs, Grade
3s. It was exciting
to pass by your
display, because the
ancient creatures
looked so real and
ready to pounce!

